
​Policy on the inclusion of students with​
​Special Educational Needs and Disabilities​
​Aim​
​This policy sets out how the United Kingdom Mathematics Trust (UKMT) accommodates students with​
​Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) in its activities.​

​The aim is to ensure that students with a wide range of additional needs are able to participate in​
​UKMT’s activities, and that the process for requesting and making reasonable adjustments is clearly​
​understood.​

​This policy is a public-facing document and may be consulted by UKMT staff, volunteers, participants,​
​and family members of participants. It sets out UKMT’s position in principle along with the relevant​
​legal framework, and gives examples of how the policy is put into practice.​

​Policy statement​

​UKMT is proud of its record of having enabled students with a range of additional needs to have​
​participated successfully in its activities for many years, including those that do not always thrive in​
​educational settings. We think that an enthusiasm and aptitude for advanced mathematics should be​
​the only precondition for participating successfully in our activities.​

​In summary, this policy:​
​●​ ​Clarifies UKMT’s legal responsibilities and principles for including children with additional​

​needs;​
​●​ ​Sets out the process by which UKMT will review, consider, and implement requests for​

​reasonable adjustments in its different activities, and gives examples of those that are​
​regularly made;​​and​

​●​ ​Explains the responsibilities of respective parts of the organisation and participants in​
​our activities.​

​This policy is split into two sections. In the first, the framework and principles set out apply to all​
​UKMT activities delivered in the UK and internationally. In the second, arrangements are broken​
​down and specified for certain activities or programmes.​
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​Section 1 - Legal framework and principles​

​Legal framework​

​UKMT complies with the requirements of the Equality Act 2010 (the Act). Under the Act, individuals​
​are protected from discrimination on the basis of protected characteristics, including disability. For​
​the purposes of the Act, UKMT is acting as a charitable “service provider”.​

​Disability as defined in the Act means a physical or mental impairment that has a substantial and​
​long-term adverse effect on a person’s ability to carry out normal day-to-day activities. Students​
​participating in UKMT activities may have:​

​●​ ​Physical disabilities​
​●​ ​Sensory impairments​
​●​ ​Long-term medical conditions​
​●​ ​Neurodivergent conditions such as ASD, ADHD, dyslexia or dyspraxia​
​●​ ​Mental health conditions​

​Some students may also have additional educational needs that do not constitute disabilities, but for​
​which their school (or other education provider) may put in place adjustments in order to enable​
​learning or participation.  Many students who have SEN may also have a disability.​

​Students with temporary conditions such as illness, injury, or recovery from surgery, may also require​
​adjustments or support plans in order to participate fully. These cases fall outside the formal​
​framework of this policy, but UKMT will support students in this situation where it can reasonably do​
​so.​

​UKMT’s duties​
​Under the Act, UKMT has a duty to make reasonable adjustments where disabled individuals would​
​otherwise be placed at a substantial disadvantage compared with non-disabled people.​

​UKMT seeks to meet this duty by:​
​●​ ​Taking reasonable steps to remove or reduce disadvantage to disabled students;​
​●​ ​Considering accessibility and inclusion during the planning or anticipation of activities;​

​and​
​●​ ​Considering individual requests for adjustments where needs are identified.​

​In determining whether an adjustment is reasonable, UKMT will consider:​
​●​ ​The extent to which the adjustment would reduce or remove a disadvantage;​
​●​ ​Practicality and feasibility;​
​●​ ​Cost of making the adjustment and available resources;​
​●​ ​Health, safety, and safeguarding considerations;​
​●​ ​The impact on the experience and safety of other participants;​​and​
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​●​ ​Whether the adjustment would fundamentally alter the nature of the activity.​

​Where a requested adjustment cannot reasonably be implemented, UKMT will explain the reasons​
​clearly and will seek to explore alternative approaches where possible.​

​UKMT also notes its anticipatory duty to consider the needs of disabled participants when designing​
​and planning its activities, and not only in response to individual requests.​

​Types of reasonable adjustments​
​Reasonable adjustments may include, but are not limited to:​

​●​ ​Adjustments to accommodation arrangements​
​●​ ​Adaptations to the format of learning materials such as Braille or large print​
​●​ ​Flexible scheduling or extra breaks​
​●​ ​Additional reassurance or communication​
​●​ ​Environmental adjustments such as seating, lighting or noise considerations​
​●​ ​Proportionate behavioural support strategies​
​●​ ​Accessibility requirements​

​This list is not exhaustive and UKMT will consider other adjustments on an individual basis.​

​Safeguarding​
​All adjustments must be consistent with UKMT’s​​Safeguarding​​Policy​​. UKMT will not implement​
​adjustments where doing so would create an unmanaged safeguarding risk, or compromise​
​supervision arrangements.​

​Where participation cannot be supported safely, UKMT will communicate this clearly and sensitively​
​to affected students or families.​

​Information gathering and planning​
​Though UKMT is not a direct provider of education, UKMT will often aim to align the way we​
​accommodate students with SEND with the provision put in place for them by their school or college.​
​This has the following benefits to all parties:​

​●​ ​Arrangements are consistent and reassuring for the student;​
​●​ ​Duplicative work in creating additional plans is avoided;​​and​
​●​ ​Provision will already have been reviewed and judged appropriate by relevant​

​professionals.​

​For the purpose of planning events and facilitating reasonable adjustments, UKMT will ask students​
​(or relevant parents/guardians) to disclose relevant information that may enable UKMT to​
​accommodate additional needs, such as:​

​●​ ​Whether the student has SEND;​
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​●​ ​Plans put in place by the student’s school for adjustments in respect of SEND (e.g. an​
​Individual Support Plan or EHCP, or comparable document);​​and​

​●​ ​Additional practical information where this may be needed to adapt the plan to a UKMT​
​activity.​

​Where a student’s support plan or EHCP is provided, UKMT will review this and will consider the​
​adjustments described. It may not always be possible to fully replicate arrangements put in place by a​
​student’s school, for reasons of feasibility, relevance, or resourcing. UKMT retains the right to reject​
​requests where a specified adjustment cannot be reasonably implemented in the context of UKMT’s​
​activity. For example, UKMT is unlikely to be able to​

​●​ ​Meet requests for 1:1 additional support, even if a student is used to receiving this at​
​school;​

​●​ ​Accommodate requests for private transportation to and from events;​​and​
​●​ ​Make available uncommon sensory equipment or technology.​

​If a student’s school plan is not shared, or it is only shared at short notice, this may limit UKMT’s​
​ability to plan and implement reasonable adjustments effectively. Where additional planning is​
​required (for example, to create an Additional Support Plan), discussions with families may take place​
​in advance of the event to ensure that appropriate arrangements are considered.​

​UKMT will handle all personal information in line with its Data Protection and Retention policies.​

​Additional Support Plans​
​Where it is agreed that a student’s attendance at a UKMT event requires structured planning in​
​addition to that already put in place by their school, UKMT may produce an Additional Support Plan​
​that covers arrangements that will be put in place. UKMT will endeavour to develop and finalise this​
​no later than three weeks before the event, in order to ensure sufficient planning time.​

​Relevant elements of the plan will be shared with volunteers attending the event on a need-to-know​
​basis. This will focus on practical information and relevant risk considerations.​

​Decision-making and escalation​
​Requests for reasonable adjustments, support plans, and relevant documentation will normally be​
​reviewed by:​

​●​ ​The relevant UKMT office-based event co-ordinator​
​●​ ​The Director of Mathematical Programmes and/or other Designated Safeguarding Leads​
​●​ ​The Lead Volunteers for the event​
​●​ ​Other senior volunteers as appropriate​

​Most requests are resolved through routine planning processes. If necessary, complex arrangements​
​may be escalated to the Director of Mathematical Programmes or the Chair of the relevant​​Executive​
​Committee​​for review.​
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​UKMT is keen to know if there is any dissatisfaction with our activities, so that we can take steps to​
​put things right. Anyone with concerns about the application of this policy can raise these by​
​following the steps in our​​Complaints Policy​​.​

​Review and continuous improvement​

​UKMT will review this policy periodically to reflect:​
​●​ ​Feedback from students, families, and volunteers​
​●​ ​Lessons learned from programme delivery​
​●​ ​Developments in the law or relevant guidance​

​Queries​

​Any questions concerning this policy and/or associated procedures should be directed to​
​director@ukmt.org.uk​​.​
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​Section 2 - Mathematical Programmes​
​UKMT's purpose is to advance the education of young people in mathematics. This is primarily​
​achieved through the administration of challenging competitions.​

​The competitive, assessment-based, and academically demanding nature of UKMT’s activities is​
​fundamental to UKMT’s mission and to the experience of students that participate. This means that​
​while reasonable adjustments will be made where they relate to how a student accesses or​
​participates in an activity, UKMT will not make adjustments to the substantive academic standard,​
​difficulty level, qualifying criteria, or competitive character of its activities, as to do so would​
​fundamentally alter their nature.​

​The type and nature of reasonable adjustments that can be accommodated by UKMT may also vary​
​according to the nature of the programme or activity. For example, it may be reasonable for UKMT to​
​make adjustments at UK-based events for which it is wholly responsible, while different​
​arrangements may be required for international events according to local facilities, laws, or​
​competition rules set by partner organisations which may make an adjustment unreasonable. This​
​means that it may not be possible to put in place the same arrangements or adjustments across all of​
​UKMT’s activities.​

​This section sets out reasonable adjustments that UKMT commonly makes according to programme​
​and event type. The list is not exhaustive and we are open to considering other adjustments on an​
​individual basis.​

​Written competitions​

​UKMT's written competitions are administered by schools, sometimes referred to as exam centres,​
​which are responsible for the conditions under which students sit the paper, including any access​
​arrangements that fall within the school's own policies. This includes decisions about allowing​
​extended time to complete school-based exams.​

​UKMT's responsibility as the paper provider is limited to the format of the paper itself, and we​
​endeavour to meet all reasonable requests to provide accessible versions. We require requests for​
​accessible versions of the paper to be made at least four weeks before the competition date. This is​
​so that we can place orders with our manufacturers in time for the papers to be made up and posted​
​out prior to the date of the competition.​

​Team Maths Challenge​

​UKMT’s Team Maths Challenge (TMC) events are typically hosted by UK schools or universities, which​
​in many cases have pre-existing policies on accessibility and reasonable adjustments. UKMT will have​
​regard to the accessibility of host venues when selecting these in the anticipatory planning phase.​

​UKMT will also take steps to facilitate the participation of all students by communicating additional​
​individual requests to host schools if required (for example, information about allergies). We ask that​
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​these requests are made in good time; entries to TMC regional finals typically close 2-3 weeks before​
​the date of the event. Qualification for the National Finals will be communicated well in advance and​
​information will be sought about the additional needs of participating students.​

​All students attending TMC events must be accompanied by a teacher from their school. It is the​
​responsibility of the school selecting and accompanying any student that is participating at a TMC​
​event to consider whether an Additional Support Plan is warranted, and to put in place the resources​
​required to deliver this. UKMT will not independently create support plans for individual students​
​attending a TMC event.​

​National Mathematics Summer Schools (NMSS)​

​UKMT’s residential Summer Schools take place at a location within the UK. UKMT will liaise with the​
​families and schools of invited students to ensure that additional needs are understood well in​
​advance, and that if needed, an appropriate additional support plan is put in place for the duration of​
​a student’s participation. This will usually be based on existing arrangements in place for students at​
​school. The activity coordinator and a volunteer with lead responsibility for pastoral arrangements​
​will review the plan in advance of the student’s participation, and will liaise directly with the student​
​or relevant family member in advance as required.​

​British Mathematical Olympiad programme (UK-based and international activities)​

​UKMT’s approach to accommodating students in the UK-based camps for the British Mathematical​
​Olympiad (BMO) programme generally mirrors that of the Summer Schools, with a few notable​
​exceptions.​

​The activities within the BMO programme are restricted by the regulations of the international​
​competitions to which its training pathways are geared (e.g. the International Mathematical Olympiad​
​[IMO], and the European Girls’ Mathematical Olympiad). For example, students need to be prepared​
​ultimately to sit exams in accordance with the relevant conditions of the IMO, over which the Trust​
​does not exercise control.​

​In addition, the Trust’s BMO programme involves international activities that are hosted by partner​
​organisations. In these cases, UKMT may have limited control over venue arrangements, facilities, or​
​certain operational decisions. For example, at international competitions, the exact schedule and​
​associated details are often not communicated in advance, and can be subject to last-minute change.​

​When assessing requests for adjustments for international programmes, UKMT will consider, for​
​example, and in addition to the factors outlined above:​

​●​ ​Local laws and regulatory requirements​
​●​ ​Venue accessibility and accommodation arrangements​
​●​ ​Availability of medical or specialist support locally​
​●​ ​Travel requirements including flights, border controls, and insurance​
​●​ ​Health, safety, and safeguarding considerations in the host country​
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​Where an adjustment cannot reasonably be provided overseas, UKMT will seek to​
​●​ ​Explain the reasons clearly;​
​●​ ​Explore possible alternatives;​​and​
​●​ ​Enable families to make an informed decision about participation.​

​In some circumstances, UKMT may determine that participation in an overseas programme is not​
​suitable for a particular student even where participation in a UK-based programme would be​
​appropriate.​
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​Appendices​
​Appendix 1 - Reasonable adjustments by event type​

​Key​
​✓- Normally possible​
​~ - Sometimes possible; dependent on venue, staffing, or event structure​
​✗ - Normally not available​

​These indicators are illustrative rather than guaranteed; feasibility will depend on the specific event, venue,​
​staffing, and safeguarding considerations.​

​Reasonable Adjustment​
​implemented by UKMT​

​TMC events​ ​Summer​
​Schools​

​Domestic​
​Olympiad camps​

​International​
​competitions​

​Accessible venue​ ​✓​ ​✓​ ​✓​ ​~​

​Accessible accommodation​ ​N/A​ ​✓​ ​✓​ ​~​

​Single room accommodation​ ​N/A​ ​~​ ​~​ ​~​

​Seating adjustments​ ​~​ ​✓​ ​✓​ ​~​

​Environmental adjustments​
​(lighting / noise)​

​~​ ​~​ ​~​ ​✗​

​Flexible schedule / extra​
​breaks​

​✗​ ​✓​ ​✓​ ​✗​

​Quiet space available​ ​~​ ​✓​ ​✓​ ​~​

​Accessible formats - large​
​print, braille​

​✓​ ​✓​ ​✓​ ​~​

​Mobility assistance /​
​planning​

​✓​ ​✓​ ​✓​ ​~​

​Additional support plan​ ​✗​ ​✓​ ​✓​ ​✓​

​Parental attendance​ ​✗​ ​See FAQs​

​Additional supervision staff​ ​~​ ​~​ ​~​ ​~​

​Extended exam time​ ​✗​ ​N/A​ ​✗​ ​✗​
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​Appendix 2 - Frequently asked questions​

​Can a student be provided with single room accommodation?​

​We will consider requests for single rooms in relation to medical needs, sensory sensitivities, anxiety​
​or safeguarding considerations.​

​Requests will be considered individually and provision will depend on need, venue capacity and​
​supervision requirements. This is not always possible at every venue. Where a single room is not​
​possible, alternative arrangements that may partially meet the specified need will be explored.​

​Can a student be accompanied to a UKMT event by a parent?​

​UKMT programmes are designed to promote independence and peer interaction. UKMT puts in place​
​pastoral care for the duration of all residential activities. As a result, we strongly discourage the​
​attendance of parents and carers at our activities.​

​In exceptional circumstances, a structured arrangement may be considered where this is considered​
​necessary to facilitate attendance. UKMT will not be responsible for making arrangements or meeting​
​the costs of any voluntary parental accompaniment. Any arrangement that involves a parent​
​attending any part of a UKMT event must be formally agreed in writing by the Director of​
​Mathematical Programmes and the Chair of the relevant Executive Committee.​

​What expectations are there of student behaviour?​

​The nature of many of UKMT’s activities is such that minimum standards of behaviour are required​
​and upheld as a fundamental aspect of the activity. This is set out in the Trust’s​​Code of Behaviour​​for​
​students.​

​UKMT will not generally accept requests to remove or significantly dilute core behavioural​
​expectations as a reasonable adjustment, where doing so would impact the ability of the student or​
​their peers to participate safely and fully in the activity (for example, compliance with the​
​requirements of exam conditions or other competition requirements).​

​However, UKMT recognises that some conditions (e.g. ASD or ADHD) may be reflected in student​
​behaviours, and will account for this (for example, by providing additional guidance and pastoral​
​support to students to enable them to more easily adhere to behaviour expectations.​

​Serious or persistent breaches of UKMT’s Code of Behaviour, particularly where these impact on the​
​safe operation of a UKMT event, may result in removal from an activity, in accordance with UKMT’s​
​Safeguarding Policy.​
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​Appendix 3 - Roles and responsibilities​

​UKMT’s activities are led by volunteers with an enthusiasm and aptitude for advanced mathematics.​
​Additional training is provided to volunteers that take on lead responsibility for pastoral matters at​
​UKMT’s events.​

​The following responsibilities are primarily relevant to activities at which UKMT has responsibility for​
​students at residential events (Summer Schools or BMO camps or competitions), but may on​
​occasion also apply in other cases.​

​UKMT office​

​The Activity Coordinator in the UKMT office is responsible for gathering information about the​
​additional needs of students in advance of the event. They will share this information in the format of​
​suggested Additional Support Plans with Lead Volunteers for the forthcoming event.​

​This will typically entail some or all of the following:​
​●​ ​Requesting information about student needs and copies of existing school plans;​
​●​ ​If necessary, adapting these plans so that they are relevant to the activity;​
​●​ ​If necessary, liaising with the family of attending students;​​and​
​●​ ​Providing written information to the Volunteer Lead in advance of the event.​

​Prior to the event, they will be the primary point of contact.​

​Volunteer Lead​

​A Lead Volunteer with pastoral responsibilities will review the plans in place for children with​
​additional needs in advance of the event. At the event itself, they will have lead responsibility for​
​ensuring the needs of these students are accommodated, and that information on how to do this is​
​appropriately disseminated to other volunteers in attendance.​

​During the event itself, they will be the primary point of contact.​

​Volunteers​

​UKMT volunteers are expected to follow guidance on how to support all children, including that given​
​by Lead Volunteers and in written policy (such as this document). However, they are not expected to​
​be experts on SEND, or to make independent judgements about complex needs.​

​All volunteers will escalate concerns appropriately and fulfil their responsibilities as outlined in the​
​Trust’s Safeguarding Policy.​
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